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ADDRESS BY MR. B. A. VAIGUA--

I'KlMCirAL OF TUK FRANKLIN ACADEMY,

LIVEKRD AT THK RRt F.NT EXAMINA-

TION OF THS ITl'DKMTS OF

THAT INSTITUTION.

lit must be familiar with the power of lan-

guage. Language may be considered ihe tool of
his trade, by this be works up the material of his
thoughts and prepares them lor the public mind.
He must therefore ascertain the structure, the
force, and the most effective use of his instru-

ment. And to do this he will have to go beyond
ti e confines ol the grammar and geography.
There are two ways of doing this, one is by

rending; then encourage your child to read ut

home ; many production of the pen, which can
not come into the school-roo- roost for-

cibly the power of woul in their vhhoos combi-

nations of taste and beauty, by which much may
be learned of the power and -- mn'ore of m

the song of Heavei, their cadence will be
like the fall of I.tu'il r fi.on Heaven in H,.,

Hemust know his t' u rusceptibililies In ihe im-- ;

press of truth, wheilur for conviction, entertain- - j

ment or reformation For this let him live at
home and only visit abroad. Lei him spate lime
from all other books to read attentively the vol-

ume within ; let bin not enter the outer chain-

hers only, but tho most secret rcesses f his
suul ; let him penerale its retreats, and survey
the h iindations of iinught and passion ; let him j

learn to unlock tim e fountains wilh a key hi.--

i. lo him, as the n hel'a rod is lo the smitten
rock ; let him by He enchantment of his iuvi ca
tion (haw forth into ihose fountains, sympathies,
as pin., as the j i'- -, and beneficent as tho minis

y of angels. le must study the suscepliloiit
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He mint cautiously approach these powers in-

ternal1)', lie must salute them wilh sound! low-

er than the Into, and yet ovetpowerlng as Ihe
storm upon the mountain. All his efforts must
accord w ith circumstances, and must harrrtonin
with one another. In the selection of his theme,
he must consult the occasion ; in the style of his
compostiion ha must consult the theme ; in his
manner be most consult the stj,. of composition.
In these there must be an amiable concord, or tLe
incongruity will offend some fine' impulse.

Such, gentlemen, is Ihe tilting out which
man should have in bis pliant youth ; and

such is of eveiy hearth stone.
But let us descend to particular and mention

some few glaring vices, which llie want of these
tools lend into, and make it important to avoid.

1st. Above all things, if you would win the
praise of eloquence, diligently avoid affectation.
It is only necessary to call your atteulion lo every
day occurrences, w here you see monkey like, is
caiight another's living voice, wiih all its intona-

tions, nnd mimics all his motions, even to his
...t, ..C ,..! I.lib nf ....

J'
i

i,

upon this rontinen'. Here, in the mild South,

the race hai wonderfully multiplied compared
with anything ever known in barbarous life.

The desceimdanta of a few thousands have be-

come many millions; and all, from the fust, made
acquainted with the arts of civilization, and,
above all, brought under tie light of the Gos-

pel.
From the promise made to Abraham some two

thousand years had elasped before the advent of
our Savior, and the Isralites, the chosen people
of God, were, for some wise purpose, suffered to

remain in bondage longer than Africans have
been on ojr shore. This race has already en
periencedtha reiulting compensation! alluded to;
and as the white missionary has never been
ablu to penetrate the dark res'ions of Africa, or

to, etablish himself in its interior.it maybe
within the schemes of Providence that ihe great

ork of gpre&dng the gospel over that vast
w ith all the arts and" comforts of civiliza-

tion, is to he finally accomplished by llie Mark

man restored from American bondage. A foot

hold there has alr- - ady been guiued for him ;

and in such a scheme csnturies are but as fec-on-

to Him yvho moves worlds as man moves a

finger.
1 do but suggest the remedies and

of slavery to inspire patience, hope, und charity,
on all lidei. The miohiv subject culls for the

eiercise of all man's wisdom mid viitu.-- . und

Ihose may not suffice without aid from a hifcl.ei

source.
It is in the foregoing manner, my d.'ar sir,

that I have long been .in the h ibit, in convorsa

tion, of expressing rnjself all over our common

country on the question of negro si iveiv; and I

must say that I have found but very lew peisoi s

to differ with me, however opposite their geog

ruphical positions.
Such are the views or opinions which you senk

I cannot suppress or mutilate them, althonirli

now liable to tin more generally known. I to

with them what you please. I neither cunect
nor shun publicity.

I remain, very t nil v. yours,
VVINFIEI.D SCOTT

T. P. Atkinson, Danville, Va.

Wanihkoton, July 3. 1852.

To prevent all mistake and misapprehension
Ihe undersigned, memhers of Congress, adopt

this method ot making a joint statement lo our

constituents, respectively, and to all 'h may

lake an interest in the subject, ll.al we cannot
and will not support Gn. Scott for the I'rosi-denc-

ns he now stands befoie llie Amrricnn
I'eople, fir the following aim ngst olher reasons:

He obstinately relused, up to the time ot ins

norninsiinn to give any public opinion in favor terinls acquired by study, as you would hope the

ol that series of measures of the lust Congress loved son of each of you, would nRe them in af
known as the compromise; the permanent main- - -r life. Your school room furnishes lliem with

tenance of which with us is a question of para- armor lo go mil and meet a striving world.

importance. Nor has he since hi mi- - ny of J- -u feel the necessity of th. armor, nnl
. . , . . r .1 ... ,S ..II ..tli.tr i.i.l ipola -- loinlil

nade any declaration or nil --oprocai oi

iboeo measures as a final adjustment ot the issues
in controversy.

It is true, tiie resolutions of the Convention

that nominated him are ss clear and as explicit
upon this question as need be; but Gen. Scott, in

his letter of acceptance, which contains, all that

' wo have from him on that matter, does not give

them Ihe approval of bis judgment. This he

seems studiously to have avoided. He accepts
i.nminntion "with the resolution nnt.exed."

( Pui.'iVif J i'j rcqueu nf the Trustees.)

That no one is here present but who is deeply

anxious for the perpetuity of our national glory,
honor anifcharacter, I cannot f.r one moment call

in question; and it being equally unquestionable
that our future national destiny is to be controlled

by those who are at present occupants of the
school-room- , I will not insult your gooit sense by

an argument to prove. Also, that front beneath
our own humble roof may arise, the statesman or

mitrioi. who, in future years, will bo conspicuous

as a caadjulor in steud.ytnig ihe tottering fabric, of

our tuition's glory; or else in rearing hinder
and higher, that superstructure, whose fourm'u.iou

wns by our torefaUis r laid so broad, until in its

towering height il shall become a beacon light

to every nation steeling for the harbors of peace,
plenty and happiness.' through the channel ol

liberty, is equally possible.

Hence, the question naturally arises, as to how

you ere preparing these actors in a future scene,
for the performance of their task? For an an- -

swer o that question, I glance hack at ihe poliry

of our on sehoiil-rnot- anil Hutu compels me

to av, nature's child has been permitted to be-- ,

com- - tiTiiine'p man with but little assistance from
.cultivation oiicn oetng ion com.iu-io- ,, i.eu

at. I enqoiie what is man naturally? To find an

answ.-- lo sii.'li a consideration. I have gone to!

the wi d of our own land to find him in a purely

unlive sta'e ; asking the history of the various

tribes, whai lie is in his loltiesl elevation ? But

one answer comes buck to in fmin ihe east from

"he wesl, fiom the north from Ilia sutilh, and all

agree that around the council fire nature's m ght-- 1

iest power is exhibited in the power of speech

which we c 1 oratory

Then the su'j'--' of oratory w'ith its at- -
ipmlinij snirit. elootience. shall lie the sub

ject for our brief consideration; while I ask
you to bear it in mind, thai hem only yon

propose to give your sons a knowledge of those

rules which govern oraloiy and define elu

quence.
Il is one thing to acquire knowledge it is

lo urnuire ihe art of il fir ihe

benefit of mankind. It should lie chi. Ily lequire.

of youi-li- lo train their minds seveie exerllons,

by seeking and lipaMiring lip ihe truths of science.
But you rnii- -t not fuget while g tillering, to learn

how' to scatter nhioad. You should therellini
cherish this institution, and by its aid form the

manner of your children lor tiie bu-- y scenes of
life. Ib're you should tench lliem the use ol ma

in u. rv
influence your dect-io- n in s lai or

Do you clothe the young mind with this school,

room aimor, und my word for il, his future will

prove that here his hand was made cunning and

his heart bold, whether used for protection

or defence, whether il lie the offering of ihe pen,

or the more violen' rostium.
In npproai hing this theme wo seem to enter a

boundless field. The mind wandering over il,

glances nt such Interesting sccnes.il relunctiiully

from hence genius may arise and scale the ,eav.
i i'i n. .1 - 1... Il.n liifi.ii

ellS. and HKO 1 TO'llCllieus, yiuw uoioj in- -

of their fires. In such a field being so liable to

wander we will confine ourselves to the enquiry,
as to what constitute! tho orator? as 'lis ho we

find moulded in nature's highst form.

Many excellence! combine lo constitute the

orator. Some of them ate tpotiianeotis.olhers are

of cultivation.
I,t. Nature must have dealt bountifully i'l.

his mind. she mut have enriched it wilh the j.om .

pr of vigorous thought, and made it susceie b e I

sudden and deep emotion. This power do. s , t

belong to eveiy mind. But how often U j

tjptsed when it is never developed. Il f. his

sin I"d call the patron's attention and warn ,i on

lo gunid against. Tho elements of im-i- o : 'o

rprnncealed in nianvmindsl k- tie

ures of fine gold benea'h the rolid earth M.nd

rises in the attributes of excellence, by i ee and
i.inipri-eniibl- cadations. from the weak' to the

stronge.t ; Irotn the walki of groveling d , to

the sublimest elevations, whete god-li- genius

dwells. liioqneiK e flourishei upon high ground.

Ii loves Ihe lofty elevations.
But the oralor in some degree, mii't have Ihe

fire and phrenzy of the poet His soul must have
for what is sirengthnerves as well as sinews;

wiibou! excitement I Many a giam minu moves

so gracelessly and slugishly, as to oip.ay noin
j r ..1 U ...mp l.n biliesfl. To

tug Mil a uu iu.:up-- i

a mmd resting in undisturled repose like siag-na- ri

water, what avails Achillean sirength ?

Did a slumbering Achille-eve- r win a victory?

I he orator must possess not only strength but ,

fierce os the renovated lury which "stretched
the'mi-hl- y l!e:lor Ihe plain." lie must

i teem ail sense, and yet ail reason, all Iin.u se.

yet all intellect. "In a worn, -i- noogu- y-slo- ii

mu.t blend together, hk gla-- s and fi.e in

the apocalyptic vision." Then lei us enquire of

are jou g"ing him that sireng'h, that ardor,

that' sense, and cuuiva'mg lb tt intele.-- l here ?

Can it be acq nied from thai limited course of

liudies you compel him lo pu sue ?

2nd. If thus gdted by nature, h- - must dili-

gently cultivate his art. For eloquence is

an art. Here it is. in the ech..ol room

him such culture. We fien
we must give
hear of nature's orator.. It .s l ue nature has

he,', than MmeI...her orators. T't ihey -- re

suppose. They are r'i I ke and soil.

hi'h by culture aff.rd deiiciou- - fiuil. ' here

msy be fruit without eu ture, bul much of it will

be po,s..o.i. and bitter. With-ai- t s? ilti.ation
Ih-- re cim. he a garden of wholesome fruits and

fragrant fl,.wer..rrang-- d wi-- exquisite iae ami

skill, tioqurnce is liae nienou.K
. L I tj wpll

mountain acreery, vi'i msi w.-.-r-

eultivaied grd-- n. N.'ure gives birth lo ora.ors

and rul'ivation rears ihern. This cultivation is

received in the scho.d room, at le.1 Vis Iher. Ih

ibe foWa'ioo is laid, and wbsi ran be the

if th tounation U frail?

Thai i; hetakes the nomination cum oncre, as stays at a single point. Here curiosity may n

individual take, an estate, wiih whatever in- - dulge in the luxury of speculation; here philos- -

; !..,.. l. with. And the onhv may revel in the sweets of analysts ; and

guage, in v hat c s u ! qou. s th ut- -

most atrenght'i ' ' . We It n to t.ll ltl'- -

and odium of a ' :. (.. i'
' s ti liiitng

here w c.-- ' vsilu - p'Hoed noon
Roman and ir- - ii-t '" ine. T e nef'i,.Mt

c! ans -- a to co i n an I imoa''!.' beau- -

ty anil lire, which catroit t xhi'o'ed in

conipositiuii. I this lie so. and 1 n m cait
it in question, let your child npooach iheui, und
inspire bis genius with Iheir utino-- l cliaiins and
beauties. But let him not overlook the lieauty of
ourowu vernaeular.in his in

those of a buried tongue. Let him siudi; our own
orattj-- and poeis.at least with half the z 'til of bis
annl.tnd let him learn lo admire them. But should

he itihis juvenile admiration of Homer antl Vir-

gil, or Demosthenes and Cicero, learn to despi-- o

Milton etui Buike; should he come lo believe
that lh beaulie. of song and the charms of elo-

quence are exotics of another clime, which can-

not grow in our poor soil, his clas-ie- s will prove,
as they have doiie to many weak mind-- . his misf

Vhey will serve merely to expose mental
weaknesses, which might, otherwise have re-

mained concealed. Fields of ancieiii liieratuie
shouM be wand.-ie- through a I'cier ihe gieal
visited oilier kingdoms, not blindly to admire

foreign, Iml select carefully alter impar-

tial examination, what is excellent and iran-te- r il

to enrich nnd emb-lli- 'h our own partial domains.
But reading is not the only means of becoming

acquainted with the power of languige.
both extempore and elaborate, is equally

r fie acinus. Kiie.inpore composition helps to a

ready and flowing utterance, which is all impor-

tant lo tho oralor. It renders ihe construction of
sentences and arrangement of thoughts rapid anil

'

unenibaiassed. This ion must in a great mis
ure be encouraged at home. Those splendid or-

ators of antiquity, whose productions are so en.
chanting and overpowering. were probably skilled

in unpremeditated discourse. But how did thy
a quire such skill? They trained their minds

by Ihe most lin'slied elloris ol me pen, in rnacii
far, search deep, rise high until ihey were

familiar wilh llie pinfoiindoNl depths and

loltiesl heights, and ihere they seemed at home.

By writing Ihey accustomed themselves to clothe

Iheir richest conceptions and most subtle ,

in a diction both correct ni.d gincelul.
Language- suited to the most lofty musing of ihe

inosi loliy minds become lo lliem nltnost sp itda-- .

neous; lull it become so by the toil of yeais
Whoever would use a fascinating mvln with

graceful ease, uni t resort to the pen He who

ii. ver writes, will never learn lo use language,
with ibdirtnte precision rind captivating i fleet.

He will be w ith tiilloig words and rep

Jetiiioirs. He will exhibit no unifum st) le but

'display all characters by turns. 1'io-- e aid po-- i

etrv, comedy nnd tragedy, short and long, and

eveiy oilier metre, will s rangely adorn bis dis-- I

comse.as llie mixed color- - did llie garment of the

youthful pv i in rob. Thon let your sons read -l- et
ili.-- speak but above all lei ihm wiile.

It is necessary too to have an acquaintance
with nature. Il were well if this acquaintance
was such as is coiniuotily called phi! phy. Yei

' there i something more essential than pbiloso

phy itself. The oralor mini be accustomed to

look on nature wilh a poetic eye. lie iniist g ze
'

mi the external forms with h'gh adiniialmn tho'
he should despise her coii.-enle- charms. Fur on

Ihe fae ol r a'tire n lie eoh.r, in w ich he

mu-- t coitiiil i v I. -- ketches
(led I theael M , pielo-- i

f the M "I ilie princinal onr-u-

:b ( aie ted lo
i' . o ils le- I . n. :bar

eatir.il iilld !,

I its Serene I I 'M ,spei- -. ii

observe a two-!- - Ii mil I ll'"l

it, s .ire the speakr with hoi. If, and iIomi lie his

talisman to others. When ihe ny-gi- li I gh' of

daw n or evening blushes on the hniizoii. he iiiu-- l

gaze until the waxing or wanine glory inspires
his soul wilh enlhusia!ic Irniispoit. lie must

hang like a sentinel on llie skirls of the wra'hful

tempest, till the genius of storms take, posses

s.on of hia !oul. On every ol jeel fair or
he must be able lo lay his hand, and

wrealhe it into lorms of beauty or of terror, and

send il forth lo minister bis will. He must catch
every token from nature, by which she i.fT-'- en
chanting imagery lo shadow forth in livelier co-

lon or more alluring firms, some hated or neg
lecled truth. He must wail on all her movement!

wilh a watchful eye and a listening ear. He

must sail wilh her floods, and career with her

storms. He must move wiih In-- , swif; wing
lightnings, and sport wilh her earthquake lenors.
In a word, he must call the universe disown, snd

prove his heritage by seizing on it. 'I he sun,

in on. "Mid stars mu-- t pay bun obeisance. Are

yon fining bmi for this' high destiny? Alter

having bid gn.id.hye to these walls, will be be

able lo use ihe tools which skill placed in his

hand
And man. loo. must liow down before him;

he must lie acquainted with man as a beinf ofj
thought and pas-io- n. He is lo 0ier le on man
as the subject i.f conviction and persuasion. In

this vocation hemustose all the delicate .nachine.
rv of Ihe soul. He rnu-- t il familiarly as

the breeze doe! the chords of ihe harp ; yet skill-li!-

as ihe cunning band modulates the lone ..f

the organ. And can he do Ibis so as lo wake

up music in Ibe soul, and aid all dicord ihere.
unless be kruwi Ihe structure and power ol ihe

instrument. !t is impossible ! He may indeed

rouse its peal, but il will be no peal of mehiog
harmony ; he will do violence lo Ihe sacred now

ers of the soul; he will rudely assail what an

g-- li .ppro.ch wilh awe ; be will lay ctrels
k.nd otMi that altar of afferlion.whicb Ihe Son ol

(;i hresihes upon with deep emotion ; hr w !l.

like Satan in paradise, rouse qiscoro among ine
moral .enh-n-t.. If his rfT .n aw.k sme soir
il stirring strain, whose casual diapason ii I.ke

of ih,. im nan mud, and be also nuist asi eituin
the peeuliaiitie. ot his own mental constitution,
tliui he m il discreetly and suit his of

ill ts to hi- - getdlis.
Lo k at the vrieiy of nature, The worlds

win, h ad in silent nii.je.iy through the heavens
..... ...,l cole.! in ma 'llltllde. neriod or cilCtlln- -

st ne e. Lo. k ai the animal tiihes around you. and

observe ilo-i- i generi, iheir specific, and ind'vnl-mi- l

peculiiiitties. Suivey he Ii ti o n faint v. it

is comp sed of mil ion op miliums, all ildlertug

in voice, couiph lion or h mure, so lliat your
fi iends can seh-i-- o-- at u glance Itom the sw nil
ing population of any city in tl.e woild. And

lib such va ie'y, is the iinpiess of mind 1 hen,

where shall thi- - Hnety be ohsetved so a to ijive
it piireful in the si hoo. room, but al Inune?

Who more roiiipeteul to irace it in all its rielic'a

cy. than Fa'her and Mother. I lie-- c and many

other devcl" in- li's. whoso sin of undevelopiiiei--

in pip upon Hie loom shouldeis ol the srlinol-II- I

pitrrul tire responsible for. Is it not ul

onee iiilniitn d that the pictures id thought, vary

as much it s the fuiliue- - of the human cnimie.
nance? Look into our bel Kngbsli authors,
H, j u Hi be i Ion in d not only wilh ihe beau

li. s o ton h. hut also by that vin iety ol each coin

billed in Ibe whole. hat a tiio is that, logo
go no further, which is composed of Adi ,

Goldsmith nd Johns Each has reared a

world of his o.vn, grouped lliem III sweet prox-

imity, and res gued them In the dominion ol

ferenl graces " hose names are lieauty, Simplic

ily and Dignity.
Lei your young men take walks on classic

grounds," hen their variety U displuyH in sinking

forms. Then let lliem witness it in scenes which
' dsn like fairy worlds, by ihe Jncanlaliotis ol the

hoary muse. And in the language nf Homer and

of llmiice. the picture! of thought ere so true
''

to the oiiginal, that their resemblance and di

ferences are more readily perceived. I ins van

ly in the pictured ihoughls of man, is lo be traced

to an original peculiarity in each mental consti-

tution. The fields ol thought have been enriched
with many different soils, as variously adapted lo

Ihe trails produced. And we ate commissioned

In (ear such Iruiis us am congenial with the mill
of our own mind. To some, la gi"" r,"",

ni.d cieai perception ; to eume'pstienee for a slow

bul sure investigation; to some a memory

as the ocean ; and to some an Imaginat-

ion" fnivid as the sun beams, and lofty as the

heavens which they lighten and adorn.
I , tl .ml. of mind. VVe must as

certain ihe adaptations of thai which heaven has
nssint.t-- to . ,it r iiwn care and culture. We must

"know ourselves " For this we must

tl.i sntilys i of our own minds.

Then yve ilutll learn bovr lo commence
i ....... 1,. uo.rU n! mental improve- -

mm ,.,11-- '
. Unacquainted with ourselves, we may

labor lo ilevelope some faculty which was
.i.e. .......I und silmed at its birth, and which no

pains of ours can mould to gtaceful firms, and

quicken to lively acllon in ine pursuu inn m

play ol liuih.
e survey! the power! of mind,

and gradates them according to their strength
..i....... 'i'l., ....... tfip must bnalthv and robust

null t ne, - v

taeu lies should lie cultivated, and sel in Uriking
Hit, lode, helore ihe ouldic eve. Ami ne

young geiitl.-men- . you, in whom Ihe fire of smbi.
Ho, , is kuidling. that one may hold a princely rank

among orator-- , with a mind enfeubled in some, if
j l,l al.oiind in ihe wealth of other faculties.

,,. Kle: I oratoii have nm been men ol nui- -

.e salleil""! partial gifts. Tlo y happily discern

li.e c.uiise which nature pointed out I" tbem, and

resigned Ihein-ebe- . to nature's guidance, at

l. inp'iog bole else bill lo contrive how aspiring

then flight could be, in the direction w hich she

p.iintf.1 In Ibcm. I hey were wise. ,s:..;."..-- o

ran succeed oilier (ban ih it which nature
Its discovery, like (hat of Ihe instrument

which guides the navigator, mu-- t go before ihe

hist step of the aspirant. Sed knowledge will

(nde to that
We repeat il. tber-C.r- e, whoever is am-

bitious of oratory mu-- l live al home. Ihe

voice of nature 'to him rnu.t be heard no

rire el- -. If he no hing moie, let
Let i.un the

l im read l.i. own soul.
Let bis soul

feces.es of i In ughl and ps.-io-

be lo bnu-e.- f a .penmen in clear ep re,

t,f all Ibat l y nature, or I y loirtllie eli'ers into It.

I et l, m w it' ll its aclivp and if pa-t- ve states.

which and pnduce those states.
V ithout a knowledge of loan, i a being ol

thought, of pt.smn, eloquence I. p.rts

.,,l. !l it is , ibl- - only accident of

It is riot then like sunshine, .""..g
and .irady light ddbi.ir.g its charm lo the world;

bul rather bk- - a which glares a. instant

rlir.-ug- Ihe daihne.s, then veils ihe off nd-- d eye

in lenfl.ld deeper glirom. . M

is called the "art of persuasion-W- e

persuade the unwi.ling or unbelieving.

Surely this is an arduous task. 'I o ennvart men
. . more lo edu:t new rule.
IO new .jpiui",.- -, -

uf life and conduct, require! the ab!nce ol all
.i i Af. ...11 tl......l ta

that is repulsive, ar.o ir.e pre-- -
tiraeiive, in thought, in airangament, and in im

passioned appeal.t il.p attractive and avoid the repul- -

and viilues of or
aive. are the negative
atory, lest us tonsioer in P'jsu": .i.
I'tiese are much more difficult le acquire, at"
are much more seldom met wiih ib-- a ihe po.i- -

. . .M ..A ih. renuUive. the iralive. in ur-- - - r- -- - ,

with ihe reflection, Ihat
tor must guard himself
hi! bearers, as well as mra-p-.- -.

powers:

Active ami stmog. sod Irebi.f alive

1 a eac h In iP-- f tnt
H decent sod sabitme ; with ) di'gast

lor Unrgs deformed, or disarranged, or grow.

bo litierai u rn...
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A LETTER FROM GEX. SCOTT.
On the Subject of Slavery.

Washington, Feb. 0 1813.

Dear Sib : I have been wailing for an s

leisure to answer your letter before me;
unreasonable delay, am at last- and alter an

to reply in the midst of official occupa-

tions. .

That I ever have, been named in connexion
wiih the presidency of the United States has

the son of an ancientnot, I can assure you,

nsiffhbor and friend. ben by any contrivance or

desire of mine; and certainly I shall never be in

the field for that high office, unless placed there

by a regular nomination. Not, then, being a

candidate, and aeeing no near project "f being

made one. I ought perhaps to decline Itouhling

you or others with my bumble opinions on great
principles of Slate rights and federal adminis-

tration; but as 1 cannot plead ignorance of the

pir'iality of a few friend in several p iris of the

Union, who may by possibility in a certain
stu'cced in bringing me within the field

limn which a whig e;und dale is to lie selected,
I prefer t" err on the xido of frankness and can-,- !

,r rather ilian by silence lo allow any itran-go- r

unwiiiiiig'y to commit himself lo my sup- -

imrt.

Your inquiries open the whole question of

domestic slavery, which has, in dill-ren- t lorms

fir a nuuberof years agitated Connies and the
country.

I'reinising that you are ihe first person who
has iutcrrng.iled ineon ho subject, I give you the

t what would be my reply in greater de-

tail; if time allowed mid the contingency alluded

to above Mere lest remote.
In I oj hood, at Williurn and Mary College, and

in Co; union with nvt, if not ail, mv companions,
1 deeply impressed with the view giv-

en ty Mr. Jsliersnn in his "Sole on Virgin-ia,- "

nod lv Judge Tin ker, in the Appendix to

Ins edition of ' 151 "'krone's ommeiitaries , m

fursr nf ae-iilit- l of slant.
Thai Appendii I have not seen in thirty odd

no I in 111 Mine period have read scarce-i-

anything on the suhj-c- t; bat my early
am fr'sh iml vnchcin:il. Hence

if 1 lial had the honor of a scat in the Virginia
legislature in the winter of H31-- 2, when a bill

is brought forward to curry out those views,
I should ceitainly biive given it my hearty sup-

port.
I suppose I scarcely need say,, that in my

Congress his no color ol authority und r

tne constitution for lourbiiiR the relation of mas-

ter and slave within a Mate.
I hold the opposite opinion in respect to the

District of Columbia. Here, wilh the consent
nf the owners, or on the payment of "just

Congress may legislate at i's dis-

cretion. But my conviction is equally 6lrnng

that, useless it be step by step wilh the legisla-

tures of Virginia and Marylund; it would be
dangerous to both racvs in those States to touch

the relation between master and s!av in ibis
District.

I have from the first been of nppinion that
Congress was bound by Ihe constitution to re.
ceive, to refer, and to teport upon petition! re-

lating to domestic slavery, as in the case of all
other petitions; but I have not fiiled to see and
to regret the unavoidable irritation which the
former have produced in the) enuiherh Stales,
v. iih Ihe consequent peril to the two colors.where.
by the adoption of any plan of emancipation
has everywhere among us been greal'y retard-

ed.
I own myself no ilavesj but never have at-

tached blame to masters for not liberating their
slaves well knowing that liberation, without
the means of sending them in comfort' to some

position lavoiable to the pursuit of happiness,
would, in mos' cases, be highly injurious to all
around as well as to the manumitted families
themselves, unlesa the operation were gradual
and under the auspices of prudent legislation.
But I am persuaded that it is a high moral ob-

ligation of masters and ala'eholdtng Slates to

employ all means, not incompatible wiih the saf-

ety of both colors, to meliorate slavery, even to
ei'erminati in.

It is gratifying to know that general meliora-
tion his been great, and is still progressive not-

withstanding the disturbing causes alluded to
above. The more d rect pr'ocess of cmnnci-pa'ir- n

may, no doubt, be earlier commenced and
quickened in some communities than others.
Each, I d ) not question, has the right to judge
for itself, both as lo time and m-a- and I con-

sider interference orid from without except on
invitation from authority wnhin, to be as hurtful
lo the sure pmgress of mliorlion, as it may
bs faol to tho livee of vast multitudes, of ail
gs, seies, and colors. The work of libr-tio- n

cannot be forced without such horrid results.
Christian phdanthrophy is ever mild and consid-

erate Hence all violence ought to he depreca-
ted by the friends of religion and humanity.
Their persuasions cannot fail at Ihe right time
to free the master from the slave, and the !'.ave
from the master perhaps before the Iat;er shall
have f aind out and acknowledge that the rela-

tion between the parties had long been mutually
prejudicial to tbeirw-orldl- interest!.

There is no evil without, in the order of Piot.
idence, toms compensating benefit. The bleed-'n- g

African was lorn from bis savage home by his
fcrociou neighbor!, told into a!averT, and cait

Allecltiiion ! it Is t ill nsne as hypocrisy, u
ni'-s- be avoided, or there will be no hopool gam
ing sopular approbation and applause ! No ex- -

cellen-es- , or combination of eicedences, can m

l Ins public estimation, redeem you frum it! curse,
Il is knovn to be so eminently hateful, that it

,1 I, . . , .
inii.ugeii ii, only in suppose, l concernment. in
ii cannot be concealed. It is instantly diseerb-- d

i, it,. vnifA ,wl mum pr of an entire strapper.
'lui!cver mny be his eflorti lo Conceal it. It is

a species of cismterfeil which require! no wit-

ness to expose. Nature herself abhori It. It
ff-r- s violence lo iier well arranged economy, I y

which she varies Ike shades of human charac-ic- r;

by which as our common mother sho im-

presses each child with its proper fealures ; tu
priestess of the family wd us lo ihe gifi, an I

(In bids us lo put asunder what she has joined ins
gelher. Il we rudely prosecute it, she may i t

deed permit a divorce, but will lake a just
by maiking our visage with the lign ot in

continence.
Oil I how painful lo see the fire of genius burn-

ing in the soul, and no trails at hand lo chisel v.i
the road clear of the breakers of imitation.

But what, it may be asked, Is the detj;-- i

of declamation If it does not aim to rcpy-

dime nature ? We answer It! design II In con

vert us buck lo nature, fiom whence we In,,
eloped, and make us her disciples. Il Is an er- -

..... ,.. ll.kl a rll.litll imnn the stae
luarle in nalure's style, nnd 'hat il! errors 1.1

her vices. Compare ihe awkward dol'nes. '

ihe young decluimer, wilh his eloquiu o

mence amid exciting sport!, when wit
t .,(" fire hi. louse, bis young t'lavii

you will see thai nature 11 the voice and s
.eloquence, riejeci nature, men, ior an ru

imitation ot that Wlilcn nature never iiiaun y
and you will Indeed amuse Ihe public mind, bu

the amusement of that mind will be the delight
in ihe ridiculous,

2nd. Anuiher error of no imall niagnllude, N

excessive and violent action. Action ii empha-

sis addressed to the eye. To render it Impress,

ire il must be both rare and graceful. If II be
in every lenience, it become! insipid

and offensive. To vary the river scenery, an
occasional rush of walei Is delightful j but a cur-

rent generally placid is whal imparl! interest lo

the cataract. It were better ihe speaker should

never raise a hand, ihan keep il in an eternal
rage of action.

Sha' speare warm the actor, "not to overstep

the modesty of nature." Khali the ilage regard
the modesty of nature, and every thing else avoid

and deride il? Or hai nature now fallen into

htr dotage, lo.t her charms, and cast away the
modesty of her youth? Thii might mspecf,
when we ice a speaker, display to hii audience
a variety of jetki, which threaten ihe violent
dislocation of hii member! i whsn in a thourind
scute angles, l.a seemi to ape tin Eig-za- g light-

ning, and manfully wan ind ilrugglei wiih the

elements to expel lliem from the surrounding

spsce. This raging minner ii never, or acarce-l- y

ever commendable. No height of paision cu
sanction il. The deepest emoltoril ol tne loui

ire not thus displayed lo advantage. Hutu f mo-

il On should appear lo the audience ur.der an ap

parent effort at concealment. They should seem

to be partially exposed because concealment was

impossible. For Ihii ihe countenance, and es

pecially Ihe eye, must become ine rrptmr n.

passions. .

The most moving ilraini of eloqience to winch
--- -- ,..it.i.n. war. aeenmoenied wilh a

tllHM .""I " - - -
graceful ge.tures, but music like heaven flovteti

. . . . ,, . i i - f, .
from his lips, while passion gi- n- - -
lure, like the (lire of fervid lightning in the lac.
of the cl aid.

3rd. And the last error w sian notice w-mo- n

lo ihe uninitiated, ii boisieroui delivery
I his certainly Is a foe lo eloquence. It mistsk- - i

Ii ; Intend, d ss an evidence of
nil i an ii iiu...
deep enmiion, bul It is tather the evidence of li e

want of it. Sligt.l emouon is parm-iru-

bms'erous. I'ut "ben il become! deep arid fu-

nd and is peimitled lo flow off in naiure'i cwn

channel, it is not in a way tha- - rau.ei loud tx- -

mm i in' 1,1111 ntn
... ...a.Lisbjs i air.maaf i ntsB nrmrtiwd 10 ri- -

emotion in the speaker, but il quenchei rather
jaj I. ! klllt.

thin I gh' up in name, n it -7

none. It preven's il. An effectition of It l Ukf i

i... ... .;. .ndarm. ihe hearer with an im.i- -

nble rvi'duiion le resist all argument ami r.- j-

'"L'.l if. i in Ibe "vert btr', i., 1

of p..ion,the speskes ntt.st temper its express i .

in in. - .' "- -
na.ure.
ii,t smoothness- ;

It oflnd. th very kji. "to hear a r. .

ime tatter. The, - rf,;w tear a pas.:"
the appe" lo some nd.arr.-r-b- y.. well as pers-.-

Iseing concealed. Reveal but little ir I s:

than rn'ir A
I K"e wtneing expcij.

W,i,.temos delivery ie lo ail ll a'
of orator f. It breeds graceless a- - i;i.

.. - . A. if.Mochts. coi. 't!
rig im-t- il. and in a word, beg-- n a tnort every
vk-- of com pit i on ano oeuvny.

These ) will admit gentlemen, are asms) ef
the error he day, and that ihey ihoold U
avoided. Our public speakera have eaugbt Ihe

positive gracei of e'ee-tfio-n, bul hsv. taken no

great paml to avoid i'o vices. Karly and peree.

vering eff rti oaj do lbe thing. : if
ViU ii.curhle. Euw offermed, He ttlecti

onlv nlerkre and guaranty he off.-r- for his "ad
hcrence to the principles) of the resolutions" are
"the known incidents of a long public life. &.."

Amongst these ''Anoirn incidents" of his life

there is not one, so lar as we ere aware of, in

favor of Ihe principles of the compromise. In

one, at least, of his public letters he has express-

ed lentiments inimical lo the institutions of fif.

teen States of the Union. Since ihe passage of
ihe compromise he has suffered bis name to be

hold up before the people of several of the Stales
as a candidate for the Presidency by the open

and avowed enemies of those measures. And

in the Convention that conferred this nomination

upon him be pretnined himself lo be used by ihe

l'rer toiler I in that body to defeat Mr. l ilimore

and 'Vebster, because of their acvocacy of these

measures, and their firm adherence lo the policy

that sustained them.
To join such n.en and aid them in eomphviing

their triumph over, and tncnfire ol. the true and

tried friends of the cnnsMintion and the faithful

discharge of all Us obligations is what we can
neverdo. The dictates of du'y and patnoH--

iternly forbid it.
Ue cons der Gen. Scott, as the fiv in' f can-

didate of the Tree-Soi- l wing ol the v ig pny.
That hil policy, il liesbu!dbe rlrfel, .,uld

be warned and shaped tocnf tm in i. .,
and lo elevate Ibein to power in the aJmii .

lion of tht Govenimem call but be cons iler-.-

as a legitimate ana proriam- - resuu ni
as we do, that the vh-w- nf ibl lae io,, ..I mis
chievous men are dau-rni- is not tw'y lo lie- j -t

and coniiilulional rights ol the S u liern Stales
which we leiiresent in part, but to tl.e pere slid

quiet of the ho co tiitu, snd to ihe pe.nian
Hit union of the Sia'es ne rega-- it slhe high- -

est duty ol Ihe well- - ihers of the c Hry every
where. bsiever else they may do.toal Isast with-

hold from Aim their support. This we intend lo

io'
a. n. sri.rHENs, of g.
C. J. FAULKNER, of Va.
V. BHOOKF., of Misi.

A. Will I E. of Ala.

J. ABERCKOMEIE. of Ala.

R. TOOMBS, of Ge.
. JOUXsO.N, of Ga.

For reasens to some extent indicated in ipeeeh-e- s

and ad tresses hereiof xe nude by Ihe und"-- i
gned. ibey deem it to lie iheir duty lo withhold

their lupport Iron Gen. Scott ai a candidate lor

lh Presidency. If it should aem 10 be necei- -

arv. we wi II hereafter in !i.me form, eitiihit
mora fully U nor consri!unls the facts nd rea- -

sors which have brought hi to Ibn detertnipa-tio- n.

M P. GEXTRY, of Tenn.
C- - ti. H1LUA VJi, of Tenn.

Tla people of Portland. Ky.. bar voted is
favor cf aaneiatica to Leu iTille.


